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deep note of Lord Beaconsfield's distress.) " The realm
suffers by your Majesty's reserve/' This partial ostracism
of the Prime Minister was a novel practice (and the
royal announcement of it to the Leader of the
Opposition was more novel still) ; and it is not altogether
clear that Gladstone realised his exclusion from her
confidence, since he had resumed his former habit of
671 sending little extracts from his reading which he thought
might interest the Queen. Indeed, his audiences left
76 him satisfied and recording that " nothing could be more
kindly and agreeable than she was. . . . She seemed
quite fair & willing to listen to reason. She had also
cooked up an objection to Trevelyan; but this melted
' like a mockery King of Snow/ However I promised to
say one word to him about the old escapade/' The royal
tone, so far as he could judge, was not unpromising, if
only they could both avoid causes of major dis-
agreement.
Unhappily, events were too strong for them. The
first threat to their fragile understanding came from South
Africa, when ministers decided to recall Sir Bartle Frere.
For the activities of that spirited proconsul were more in
harmony with Lord Beaconsfield's imperial longings
than with the more modest tastes of Mr. Gladstone's
colleagues ; and the Queen was eloquent upon the injus-
676 tice of this concession to " an extreme section of the
House of Commons " and the resulting growth of " an
impression that Governors abroad are only to expect
support at home from political Allies or from that party
which nominated them to their post/' But though she
disapproved, consent was not withheld; and a slight
indisposition of Mr. Gladstone's presently evoked the
680 kindest expressions of royal anxiety about his health. They
differed again, when he proposed Lord Derby for the
Garter ; and this was scarcely to be wondered at, since
Derby, who had commanded Gladstone's gratitude by
disagreeing with Lord Beaconsfield to the point of